
Ethnicity and Imperia – East Central 

Europe in the national, 

confessional and cultural contextUkraine: between Poland and 

Russia. A Russian narrative.

Professor Leszek Zasztowt, PhD, 

Center for East European Studies,

University of Warsaw



Hej, tam gdzieś znad Czarnej 

Wody

Wsiada na koń kozak młody.

Czule żegna się z dziewczyną,

Jeszcze czulej z Ukrainą.

Hej, hej, hej sokoły

Omijajcie góry, lasy, (pola,) 

doły.

Dzwoń, dzwoń, dzwoń 

dzwoneczku,

Mój stepowy skowroneczku.

Wiele dziewcząt jest na świecie,

Lecz najwięcej w Ukrainie.

Tam me serce pozostało,

Przy kochanej mej dziewczynie.

Ona biedna tam została,

Przepióreczka moja mała,

A ja tutaj w obcej stronie

Dniem i nocą tęsknię do niej.

Żal, żal za dziewczyną,

Za zieloną Ukrainą,

Żal, żal serce płacze,

Już jej więcej nie zobaczę.[…]

Wina, wina, wina dajcie,

A jak umrę pochowajcie

Na zielonej Ukrainie

Przy kochanej mej dziewczynie.

Hej Sokoły /Żal, aut. Maciej 

Kamieński, 1778.



Hey, somewhere over the Black Water

A young Cossack is getting on the 

horse.

He tenderly bids farewell to the girl,

Even more tender with Ukraine.

Hey, hey, hey falcons

Avoid mountains, forests, (fields,) pits.

Ring, ring, ring bell,

My steppe lark.

There are many girls in the world

But mostly in Ukraine.

There my heart remained

With my beloved girl.

She was poor there

My little quail,

And I'm here in a foreign land

I miss her day and night.

Regret, regret for the girl,

For green Ukraine,

Regret, regret heart cries,

I will never see her again.[…]

Wine, wine, wine, give me,

And when I die, bury me

In green Ukraine

With my beloved girl.

Hey Sokoły / Regret, aut. Maciej 

Kamieński, 1778.



Why Russia considers Ukraine an integral 

part of its empire?

Why Ukraine does not want to be part of the 

Russian Empire and of the so-called Russian 

Mir (Russian World)?

Why do Ukrainians consider themselves 

Europeans and closer to Europe than to 

Russia?

Why do Poles support Ukraine and help 

Ukrainians and Ukraine?

Can the former Polish-Ukrainian community

and friendship be reborn due to Russia's 

aggression against Ukraine?



Legacy and longing for the 

USSR.





Soviet Ukraine 1917/8-1991 - existed for 74 years 

and was de facto the 1st Ukrainian state that 

existed for a long time.



Some terminology issues



Moscow Duchy –Moscovy -

Grand Rus’ -Russia



Ruthenia - Rus' - Ukraine



Ukraine is not Russia and 

Russia is not Ukraine





Right and left bank of Dnieper river





Conquest of Moscowy by the

Mongols: Mongols rule (including

the Golden Horde) in the 13th-

14th centuries, 1223 (Battle of

Kałka) - 1380 (Battle of Kulikowe

Pole).

Then the importance of the

Grand Duchy of Moscow

increased. The empire is founded

in the early 18th century.



Russian Empire (from the 18th 

century); its area in the 19th 

century.



The beginnings of the history of 

Ukraine and Moscow/Russia.

* Russia considers Kievan Rus as 

the beginning of its history.

* Kievian Rus/Ukraine is considered

for its the beginnings as exclusively

of Ukrainian history.



St. Vladimir - creator of Rus



The unification of the Old Rus lands 

by Moscow began in the 14th 

century.



Kievan Rus 862–1240 – an 

independent state for less than 350 

years.



The maximum extent of the state of Kievan Rus 

(1113).



Disputed territories between 

Ukraine (Kiev Ruthenia) and 

the Kingdom of Poland 

(1025). Cherven Castles.



Grand Duchy of Lithuania 13th -15th c.

•
Ukraine (right-bank and central) part of the GDL

from the 13th century for 350 years. Then part of the 

Kingdom of Poland (1569)

.



Eastern Ukraine part of the state Moscow/Russian 

Empire and the USSR from the 14th century to 1991, i.e. 

for less than 700 years.



Polish-Lithuanian Commonwealth 

1569

.

Ukraine (western and central) as a part

of the Polish-Lithuanian Republic for over 200 years:

in the years 1569-1772/95.



Further division of Ukraine (1667). The 

right bank of the Dnieper in the Kingdom of 

Poland, the left bank near Moscow.



Partitions of the Polish-Lithuanian 

Commonwealth 1772-1795.

All of Ukraine (except Galicia in the Austrian Empire) 

within the Russian Empire,



The Cossack Hetmanate

is today Central Ukraine. Existed

between 1648 and 1764 (although 

its administrative-judicial system 

persisted until 1782).



Bohdan Zynovii Mykhailovych 

Khmelnytskyi 

c. 1595 – 6 August 1657



Filip Orlik (Orłyk) 

1710-1742 – ,,a 

constitution” man

Ivan Mazepa 

1687–1709



Portrait of Count Kirill 

Razumovsky (1728-1803), the last 

Hetman of Ukraine



the scale –

territory &

wealth



Polish-Lithuanian period:

The Ruthenian Voivodeship 

in the First Polish-

Lithuanian Republic.



Volhinian Voivodeship - created

in 1566, attached to the Crown at

the Sejm in Lublin in 1569.



Podolia Voivodeship -

created in 1434 from the

lands of Podolia annexed to

the Kingdom of Poland in

the 14th century.



Kiev Voivodeship - the

voivodeship of the Grand Duchy

of Lithuania, existing in the years

1471-1569. Then until 1793 in the

Crown.



Archangel St. Michael - coat of arms of Ukraine;

named as "Saint Michael the Archistrategos" 

(archistrategos, chief-general in the Ancient 

Greece), wielding a flaming sword and a shield on 

an azure field.



Chernihiv Voivodeship - the 

voivodship of the Crown of the 

Republic of Poland-Lithuania, was 

located in the northern part of the 

eastern borderlands of the Crown.



Braclaw Voivodeship since 

1569



,,Gift of the Russian tsars”



Imperial Russian divisions:

Tauride Governorate 1802-1921



Kherson Governorate 1802-1921



Yekaterinoslav Governorate 1802-1921



1st Novorossiysk Governorate (1764–1783)

2nd Novorossiysk Governorate (1796–1802)

Later it was divided into Cherson, Taurida and 

Yekaterynosłavska.

In the eighteenth century, the so-called New 

Serbia.



Cultural and religious issues.

Orthodoxy - the Greek faith, the only 

true one.

Alphabet: Cyrillic.

Slavicness – considered by 

Moscow/Russia as a unifying factor.



A republic of many religions



Reach of the Eastern Church today.



Cyrillic alphabet range - today.



Slavic countries and languages ​​today.



Orthodox metropolis of   

Kiev– 976/988 – 1458.

Orthodox metropolis of 

Moscow – 1458… 



The Ukrainian Orthodox church was founded on December 15, 2018 as a

result of the Unification Council, which was held in the Cathedral of the

Wisdom of God in Kiev.

The clergy of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church of the Kiev Patriarchate,

together with the clergy of the Ukrainian Autocephalous Orthodox

Church and two bishops (out of over 90, including over 50 of the

Ukrainian Orthodox Church of the Moscow Patriarchate (acting against

the will of the authority of their Church), established the Orthodox

Church of Ukraine.

The Ukrainian Autocephalous Orthodox Church and the Ukrainian

Orthodox Church of the Kiev Patriarchate dissolved. Bishop Epiphanius,

the former Metropolitan of Pereyaslav-Khmelnytsy and Białystok of the

Ukrainian Orthodox Church of the Kiev Patriarchate, was elected the

head of the Orthodox Church of Ukraine. He received the title of

Metropolitan of Kiev and all Ukraine.



Orthodox parishes in Ukraine



Russia's supremacy always against Poland.

,,Ukrainians and Russians are one.” –

Russian and Soviet propaganda.



Russia as Europe's terror state.



1914



Satirical map of Europe 1877



Russia as a country ruled by autocrats 

on the Byzantine model.

Magnet or repulsive factor for 

Ukrainians?



Peasants in Russia. Serfdom 

until 1861, equal to slavery. 

Poverty.



Zaporozhians writing a letter to the Sultan - oil painting 

by Ilya Repin. 1880-1891.



Cossack wedding - Józef Brandt, 1895 

(Wedding in Ukraine).





Freedom is a priority for 

Ukrainians. This is also due to 

the Cossack tradition.



Ukraine is not dead yet,

And glory and freedom,

Still to us, young brothers,

Fate will smile!

Our enemies will die

Like dew in the sun

We will rule, brothers, and we

In own country.

We will sacrifice our soul and body

For our freedom

And we will show that we are 

brothers

From a Cossack family.

Hey-hey, kind brothers

Let's go, let's get to work!

Hey-hey, it's time to get up

It's time to get that freedom!

Ukrainian national 

anthem





In the name of God for 

our freedom and yours



Ukraine as a country of 

freedom and liberty.



Józef Brandt, Horseman,



Hatred against Ukrainians in Russia:

Great famine

Collectivization

Khokhły - primitive half-Russians.



The Russians do not recognize (in official

propaganda) the existence of Ukraine as an

independent state. Ukrainians are

considered ethnic Russians, although they

differ in the dialect of the Russian language

(they do not recognize the Ukrainian

language as a separate language).

Of course, this applies only to those Russians 

who favor the Kremlin's policy.



The great famine of 1932-33, but also 

in 1921-23 and 1946-47.



According to various estimates, the Holodomor caused the death 

of about 6-10 million people, of which at least 3.3 million on the 

territory of the Ukrainian SSR. In the years 1921-1947, as a result 

of three famines (in 1921-1923, 1932-1933 and 1946-1947), about 

10 million inhabitants of Ukraine lost their lives



Collectivization of agriculture in the USSR 

resulted in the death of about 14.5 million 

people



Ch

Хохо́л — этнофолизм, унизительное и оскорбительное 

прозвище украинцев.

Khakhoł –a contemptuous name for a Ukrainian in Russian. It 

originated from the "freak" on the head 

(Ukrainian Oseledets; herring).



Surzhyk (ukr. суржик, od суржик –"bread or flour from a 

mixture of different types of grain") - a linguistic entity within 

the Ukrainian language, characterized by the influence of the 

Russian language, widespread in a large part of Ukraine and in 

Moldova (Transnistria).





Europa (daughter of  Agenor)





30 minutes from Krakow to Ivano 

Frankivsk









Olena and Vladymyr Zelenski - a

session for "Vogue", photo: Annie

Leibovitz




